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there in spirit, his words are mere verbiage. We feel that, not
indeed in every scene or in every chapter, but at the supreme
moments, Shakespeare is unmistakably Shakespearian, and
Balzac Balzacian. No definition of these terms is adequate; but
the words themselves are heavy with meaning.

The difference between a great dramatist and a mediocre
one is not that a Shakespeare is able to eliminate his personal-
ity, whereas a Bulwer-Lytton obtrudes his ego. It is that
Shakespeare has a richer, deeper, more subtle self to express.
Bulwer-Lytton can imagine himself as Richelieu, with the very
obvious changes that the situation entails. He can put on the
red robe and imitate the speech of his hero 5 but it remains at
best a clever masquerade. Shakespeare carries the same process
infinitely further. He feels all the delicate and profound modi-
fications that would take place in Shakespeare's soul, if Shake-
speare were Hamlet. But, at the core, Shakespeare is Hamlet,
and Ophelia, and Polonius. That is why these characters are
Shakespearian, while Lytton's Richelieu is merely Lyttonesque.

Art then is self-expression. But not all forms of self-expres-
sion can be accepted as art. Every gesture, every glance, every
cry, reveals the personality. Yet it is not art: else a frightened
or angry animal would have to be accounted an artist. The
element of consciousness is indispensable. There is no uncon-
scious art.

The phrase "unconscious art" is used, however, and does not
sound absurd. But we do not take it literally. What we mean
by it is simple, direct, elementary art, without intentional
refinements in technique, without elaborate self-analysis. Still,
the peasant who sings a popular ballad or takes part in a folk-
dance knows, obscurely perhaps, that his activity is artistic. The
common man who tells a story with effectiveness is as a rule
well aware of the effect. We have previously expressed our
belief that the sense of artistry exists among primitive and
illiterate populations, as it does among children. Consciousness
is not synonymous with sophistication.